


Wisdom, 
The Ability to Live Life Skillfully

Proverbs 1:1-9



I. The Purpose of Proverbs is to Teach 
the Wisdom of God. (vv.1-4)

A. Proverbs imparts wisdom to a seeking heart. (vv.1-2)

Psalm 32:9, Do not be like the horse or like the mule, Which have no 
understanding, Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, Else 
they will not come near you.

B. Proverbs instructs us in understanding God and His plan.

C. Proverbs enables us to grasp the meanings of justice and 
fairness. (v.3b)



Proverbs 2:20-22

So you may walk in the way of goodness, And keep to the paths of 
righteousness. 

21 For the upright will dwell in the land, And the blameless will remain 
in it; 

22 But the wicked will be cut off from the earth, And the unfaithful will 
be uprooted from it.

D. Are these purposes being demonstrated in our lives 
today? 



II. The Profit from Proverbs is 
Understanding. (vv.5-6)

A. This book instructs us in the priority of wisdom.
V.5 -A wise man will hear… and increase learning.  

B. Wise ones give priority to learning.

C. Those who are wise find the key to life's mysteries. (v.6)

Prov. 3:5-8, Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your 
own understanding; 

6In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 
7Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil.
8It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones.



D. The wise ones will be blessed because they honor God.

Proverbs 3:9-11, Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the 
first-fruits of all your increase; 

10So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow 
with new wine.

Prov. 8:11, For wisdom is better than rubies, and all the things one 
may desire cannot be compared with her.



III. The Person of Proverbs is God. (v.7)

A. We gain wisdom through a relationship with God.

John 5:39, You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.

1 Cor. 1:30, But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption—



B. Knowledge begins with the fear of the Lord.

1 Cor. 1:20-21, Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?

21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not 
know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe.



C. Christ is wisdom personified.

Proverbs 8:1, Does not wisdom cry out, And understanding lift up her 
voice?

Col. 2:2-3, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together 
in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of 
the Father and of Christ,

3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.



D. Those who will be wise must receive the Wise One by faith.

Matthew 7:24-27, Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house 
on the rock:

25and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the 
rock. 

26“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do 
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:

27and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”



Christ is the Rock: 

Build your life on HIM!



Be wise, 

Accept Christ as your
LORD and SAVIOR!


